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BILL 



TO 

Amend the law relating to the Recovery of Small Debts and A.rr.isti. 
to Summary Jurisdiction in Ireland. 

W HLPtEAS by the Act passed in the twenty-second year of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, chapter fourteen, intituled 
“ An Act for the Abolition of Manor Courts and the better Recoveiy 22 & 23 Viet. 
“ of Small Del)ts in Ireland,” it is enacted that no defendant shall 
0 be liable to be sued or proceeded against at petty sessions under the 
said Act, or obliged to appear in any cause to be heard and deter- 
mined at any petty sessions held in any other paid of the country 
than at the petty sessions held within the county, and unt h in the 
petty sessions district of such county in which the dei'endant or 
10 defendants reside or resides : Provided always, that if any defendant 
or defendants shall have or occupy any house, w'ai-ehouse, counting- 
house, shop, factory, or of&ce, for the sale of goods, or for canying 
on any business within the district of such petty sessions district, 
he shall be deemed to liave a residence within such petty sessions 
15 disti'ict : And whereas it is expedient to amend the said provisions 
and to make other provisions instead thereof : And whereas by the 
Act passed in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth years of the reign 
of Her present Majesty, chapter fifty, a summary jimisdietion is 
given to two justices of the peace to punish certain assaults, m the 
'20 Act of the session of the twenty-fomlh and twenty-fifth years of 
Her present Majesty, chapter one hundred, section thh'ty-eight, 
specified, on peace officers and others, if such justices should consider 
the offence so trivial as not to requu’e beuig dealt with by a superior 
tribrmal : And whereas it is expedient to extend such siunmary 
25 jurisdiction to other offences : And whereas it is expedient to amend 
the law relating to certain offences and matters within the police 
district of Dublin Metropolis : Be it therefore enacted by the 
Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords Spuitual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
[Bill 253.] 
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present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : 

] . This Act may be cited for all pui-poses as the “ Summary 
Jurisdiction (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1S71.” 

2. This Act shall apply to Ireland only. 5 

3. Any defendant shall be liable to be sued or proceeded against 
at petty sessions under the said Act of the twenty -second Victoria, 
chapter fourteen, and be obliged to appear in any cause to be beard 
and determined at any petty sessions within the petty sessions 
district in which the defendant or defendants resides or reside, 10 
whether such petty sessions be held within or without the county 

in which the defendant or defendants resides or reside, anything in 
the said Act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

4. The summary jurisdiction conferred upon two justices by the 
said Act of the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth Victoria, chapter fifty, 15 
shall extend, not only to persons committing the assaults in section 
ten of the said Act specified, but to any person who shall resist or 
wilfully obstruct any peace officer in the due execution of his duty, 

or any person acting in aid of such of&cer, whether such resistance 
or obstruction shall or shall not amount to an assault. 20 

5. The several divisional justices of the police district of Dublin 
Metropohs shall be deemed to have and possess, and shall have and 
may exercise all and the same powers for preserving the puhhc 
peace within the city of Dublin as are elsewhere vested in and may 

be exercised by justices of the peace within the limits of their 25 
respective jm’isdictions, and shaU, notwithstandmg anytliing in 
any Act to the contraiy, to all intents and pui’poses whatsoever be 
and be deemed and taken to be justices of the peace within every 
part of the said pohee district of Dublin Metropolis. 

6. Any person who within the hmits of the Pohee District of go 
Dublin Metropolis, in any thoroughfare or puhhc place, shall wilfully 
and indecently expose his person or commit any act contrary to 
public decency, shall be hable, on conviction before any justice or 
justices sitting in any com-t within the police district of Dublin 
metropohs, to a fine not exceeding jive j)oimds, or, at the discretion 35 
of such ji^tice or justices, to be imprisoned for any period not 
exceeding hoo calendar months. 

7. It any person shah wilfuhy insult any justice or justices sitting 
in any court within the pohee district of Dublin metropohs, or 
shall commit any other contempt of such court, it shall be lawful 40 
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for such justice or justices, by any Terbal order, either to direct such 
person to be removed from snob court, or- to be taken into custody, 
and at any time before the rising of such court by warrant to 
commit such persons to gaol for any period not exceeding seoen 
6 days, or to fine such person in any sum not exceeding /oriy sUUinys. 

8. Whenever at the hearing of any case of summary jurisdiction 
mthm the limits of the Police District of Dublin Metropolis the 
defendant shall not appear, and the divisional justice or justices 
sliaU be satisfied that the summons Tras duly served, such justice or 

10 justices may either proceed ex parte to hear and determine the 
complaint, or issue a warrant to compel the appearance of the 
defendant, or may adjourn the hearing to a future day. 

9. Any person who within the Kmits of the police district of 
Dublin metropolis shall, while in or passing through any thorough- 

16 are or public place, or in any theatre or other place of public 
amusement, assembly or resort, be guUty of noisy, offensive or 
riotous behavior, to the inoonvenience, disturbance, or annoyance 
of inhabitants, or passengers or persons present, shall, on conviction 
before any divisional justice, be liable to a fine not exceedin"' forty 

20 shsUmgs, or to be imprisoned for any period not exceeding one 
motith ; and any person committing any such offence within view 
of any constable of the said police district, may be arrested by him 
without waiTant. ^ 
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^ 10. Where any person is charged before any of the divisional 
26 justices of the police district of Dublin metropolis jjresidino- in one 
of the public courts of the said district with having in any” manner 
attempted to commit suicide, if the person charged shaU confess the 
same, it shall be lawful for the justice to convict the person charged, 
and commit him to the common gaol or house of correction, there 
80 to be imprisoned, with or without haid labour, for any period not ex- 
ceeding three months-. Promded always, that if the person charged 
do not consent to have the case heard, and determined by such 
justices, or if such justice be of opinion that the charge is fit to be 
made the subject of proseeutiouTiy indictment, rather than to be dis- 
86 posed of summarily, ho shaU, instead of summarily adjudicating 
thereon, deal with the case in all respects as if this Act had not been 
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11. The provisions of The Summary Jurisdiction (Ireland) Act. ?» 

1851, relating to the recovery of the possession of small tenements, a 
40 shall extend and apply to all such small tenements therein described 
as axe situate in any town or township within the police district of 
Dublin metropolis, although no fair or market be held therein. police district 

of Dublin 
Metropolis. 
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12. It shall he lawful for any dirisional justice of the police dis- 
trict of Dublin metropolis, with the approval of the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ii-eland, to appoint a deputy, who shall 
have practised as a harrister-at-law for at least seven years,_to act 
for him for any time or times not exceeding six weehs m miy 5 
consecutive period of twelve calendar months; and in case of sick- 
ness or unavoidable absence it shall be lawful for_ such justice, mth 
the approval of the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, on each 
occasion of this power being exercised, to appoint a deputy, qiiahfied 
as aforesaid, for any period not exceeding three calendar months at 10 
one time, and every such deputy during the time for which he 
shall be so appointed shall have aU the powers and perform all the 
duties of the justice for whom he shall have been so appointed. 
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